The Constitutional
Convention




The Constitutional Convention

DBegan May 29, 1757

Independence Hall,
Philadelphia

D0 delegates from [2 states
Rhode Island did not attend

George Washington was
chosen as the chamrmman



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Independence+Hall&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=28DmNMMz5Cwb6M&tbnid=pK82CnzUO5rU6M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Ffeatured%2Findependence-hall-1776-granger.html&ei=h0ltUfC2IZaz4APi2IHwBQ&psig=AFQjCNHbitHd1A03OFZTTA_fI_LyE3E_bg&ust=1366203143852415




Purpose of the Meeting
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Confederation

m [nstead, the delegates
decided to write a new
constitution
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The Delegates

n A/l were professionals /businessmen

n A/l were highly educated and had extensive
political experience

m [ hey were the most important men in America




George Washington-Chairman

Alexander Hamilton-NY

Benjamn Franklin-PA

L

| James Madison-VA
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Robert Morris-PA

Governeur Morris-PA

Libridge Gerry-MA

Charles Coatsworth Pinckney-SC
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Charles Pinckney-SC

Roger Sherman-C'T’

. 141 Y
A /f/",

John Rutledge-SC William Paterson-NJ
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William Jackson-Secretary

- -~

T sizn Sl loftvasom O FEdmund Randolph-VA


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Edmund+Randolph&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Jv8vhtWVcpKvfM&tbnid=NPf4YUtvyb1PRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flegal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com%2FEdmund%2BJennings%2BRandolph&ei=-stuUc-9Bsiu0AGNhYCACQ&bvm=bv.45368065,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNGKOmAgpKVKQIwtEtd2Q3Tx_uorrQ&ust=1366301517640094
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=William+Jackson&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ymq52pU1rcdKQM&tbnid=G0dBHJT3vp5xMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nps.gov%2Finde%2Fhistoryculture%2Fthe-committee-of-style-and-arrangement.htm&ei=SttuUeHZDM7G0gGXqIBo&bvm=bv.45368065,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNGo3u8boyppfo1zD-s4nLqBTq8KKQ&ust=1366305888477175
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=William+Samuel+Johnson&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MqH-oHLqkQou4M&tbnid=ymV0jpAtETM-9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FWilliam_Samuel_Johnson&ei=qt1uUciPLfPv0QH_hoGICA&bvm=bv.45368065,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNEXnB3NLxl36X7b-SGiqO1Sb-znzw&ust=1366306545388951
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/53/Independence_Hall_10.jpg

Fgund

b

Thﬂg

Ing Fathers
Y Wi -‘m .’~‘ . ‘V‘ A 4 s e A
Q"L l

v - L /"\\
. &

~adls
-
d

' L
Bww W i o .
- ...,:'<' P M

¥




Key Decisions

« 1 he meeting was
shrouded 1n secrecy.

« The only records are
from a notebook kept by
James Madison.

« Siumply majority-7 votes
would decide any issue

« Scrap the Aracles of w oy
Confederation o)

James Madison
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Problems and Questions

1 he states considered themselves independent.

Would the states give up power (o a government
that did not yet exist?”

What kind of new government would there be?
Big states v. Small states
North v. Soutl

Slavery?’
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Issues That Divided the
Delegates

s Would the states or the federal government
have more power:’

m How would the new government be structured:’

n How would the representation in Congress be
determined?’

= Slavery was also a very divisive Issue.
How would slaves be counted? Would the
slave trade continue?



Debates Raged Through
the Summer of 1787

Some delegates argued for a federal
government with limited powers.

Other delegates argued for an all powerful
federal government.

The smaller states argued that all states should
be represented equally in Congress.

The large states felt that representation in
Congress should be based on population.

Some delegates left the meeting, never to
return.

Several plans of government were proposed.



The Virginia Plan

n Whitten by James Madison
n Presented by Edmund Randolph

m Called for a new national
government with three separate

7;_‘; ,
James Madison

branches-executive, legislative, and
Judicial
n A two-house legislature (bi-cameral)

m Representation based on each
state’s population

Edmund Randolph

b4

m Supported by the “
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The Virginia Plan
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New Jersey Plan
n Submutted by William Paterson

Called for a new national
government with three separate

branches-executive, legislative, and

Judicial

A one-house legislature (unicameral)

States would have equal
representation in Congress

Lach state would have one vote

Supported by the “

b4

/’/" -,'

William Paterson
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The Great Compromise

Connecticut Compromise

Whitten by Roger Sherman and Oliver
Ellsworth of Connecticut

Called for a two-house legislature

LS.

“Senate-Lqual Representation

1wo Senators per state
“House of Representatives

-Number of Representatives

based on population

Roger Sherman
g
-

d

%

3

/’G’

Oliver Ellsworth

g
= A ik
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Three-Fifths Compromise

The Southern states refused
to approve any Constitution
unless was allowed
to continue.

Slaves would be counted as
3/5 of a person for the
purposes of determining

Slaves would also be
counted as 3/5 of a person
for PUrposes.

Congress could not pass
legislation affecting the slave
trade until 1808.

10 LIKELY and VALUABLE

SLLAVES

AT AUCTION.
— - 29 P V0@
On THURSDAY the 24th inst.
WE WILL SEI 4,
In front of vur Qffice, without any kind of i wit or reserve Jor cash,
AT 11 OCLOCK,

10 A4S LIKELY NEGROES

As any ever offered in this market ; among them is & man who is a

superior Cook and House Servant, and a girl about 17 years old, a

first rate House Servant, and an excellent seamstress,

BROOKE & HUBBARD,

duc

tioneers.
Wednesday, July 23, 1823, / '
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The Electoral College

= [he delegates felt

) ral
that ordinary @6@ Co%

people were not = ®Q
‘well-suited” or

educated enough

vote for the candidate

to elect the nation’s of their choice
highest executive.

= Special group of electors
m [hey created the = Select the President and

Electoral College. Vice-President
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The Constitution

= After months of exhausting debate, 39 of the 55
delegates signed the Constitution.

= [he plan is presented to the public on September 19,
1787.

= Itis only a proposal.

m [he document will not become the “law of the land”
until States approve.




Ratifying the

Constitution
« The delegates left Philadelphia to hold a

ratifying convention in.each of the
states.
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Ratifying the

Constitution

« Americans debated the plan for over
two years.

Federalists
BGroup that supported the VsS.
new Constitution BGroup that opposed the
new Constitution




The Federalists

The Federalists consisted primarily of the
that signed the Constitution.

Led by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and
John Jay

They are the minority.
Most Americans are fiercely opposed to this new

go %
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The Federalists

= The Federalists skillfully SRR
debated every provision of |
the new Constitution. DR T ES

L EYARER (ATl CONVENTION
the structure of the new "
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= Most Americans opposed the Constitution.

= [hey feared the powers of the new central
government.
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= Led by Patrick Henry, George Mason, Richard Henry
Lee, and Samuel Adams.

= [hey refused to accept or ratify any new Constitution
without the addition of a Bill of Rights.

s

’
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Federalists
Favored Constitution
Led by Madison, Hamilton, Jay

Stressed weaknesses of Articles: strong
covernment needed to protect nation and
solve domestic problems

Checks and balances would protect
against abuses.

Protection of property nghts

Constitution 1s a bill of rights with
limtations and reserved powers for the
states; state constiutions already had
protections in bills of rights.

Anti-Federalists

Opposed Constitution

Led by Henry, Richard Henry Lee,
George Mason, Samuel Adams

Wanted strong state governments:
feared a strong national government

Created a strong executive sumilar o
monarchy

Wanted fewer limits on popular
participation

Wanted a bill of rights to protect citizens
against government

re 6-3 Federalists versus Anti-Federalists.
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Ratification of the

Constitution

« With the promise of a Bill of Rights, one by
one, the states began to ratify the
Constitution.

. eaden. ]

BOS T O N, Saturday, February 9.
The GRAND FEDERAL EDIFICE.

th the hi vhcﬁ fatisfaction we announce to
the publick, :‘Aat theConventioa of this Common.-
Vﬂ’alth, on Wednefday at five o’clock,P.M. AS.
ENTEDTO,and onThurf{d avRATIFI“Dthe

CO NSTITUTION,propofed by the JateFederal |

and that the late . negotiation between the coarts
of Verfailles and London, was thoughta ﬁngje :

T T e )

B O3 T U N, #edigday, February 27,
The GLORIOUS FABRICK.

ST Wit yétsife:

EWw HAMPSHIRE CONV NT ON.
In order to give time to thofe Delegates in the
Coavention of New-Hampfhire, who were in-

fraéted to vote agam& the Conflitation, to returs

home, and get their inftru@ions taken off, that
hon. body, on Friday l2ft; adjoutned, to mee: at
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Ratification of the

Constitution

« In May of 1790, Rhode Island became the
last of the original states: to ratify the
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UNDER
CONSTRUCTION



